kiﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁﬁ Route for Tai Hang

o

L 4

o

FRRRER — KISENEE

Mid-Autumn Festival — the Tai Hang Fire Dragon Dance
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The event has been held for more than 100 years. Tai Hang was originally a Hakka
village. Reportedly, a plague broke out in Tai Hang in 1880. To dispel the disaster and
ward off the disease, villagers crafted a dragon and inserted joss sticks all over it. On
the evening of the 14th, 15th and 16th of the eighth lunar month, villagers paraded
with the fire dragon around the village and let off firecrackers. The plague ended after
the event. Since then, villagers have performed the three-day fire dragon dance every
year to pray for peace in Tai Hang. The Tai Hang

fire dragon dance was inscribed onto the third

national list of ICH in 2011.
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Hakka patterned bands are widely used in everyday

objects. They are also used to decorate lanterns for
celebrating the birth of newborn sons. In the Hakka dialect,
the lantern band conveys the wish that the son will be brought
up well.

Tai Hang Fire Dragon Heritage Centre features an exhibition space that
educates the public about the fire dragon dance and Hakka culture.
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Kwun Yum (Goddess of Mercy) Treasury Opening Festival
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Legend says that the 26th day of the first lunar
month is when Kwun Yum (Goddess of Mercy)
opens her treasury. Worshippers bring with
them offerings, including incense sticks and
candles, paper clothing offerings to Kwun Yum,
and visit Lin Fa Temple. After offerings are burnt,
worshippers proceed to the “Treasury of Gold
and Silver” to pick up ared packet with a number
init. The ritual is known as “Borrowing from

the Treasury”. They will return the borrowed
amount before the Treasury Opening Festival of
the following year.
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Traditional Architecture Preservatlon Technique
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Specificknowledge and skills are
required to preserve traditional
architecture, such as ancestral halls,
study halls and temples. The
techniques can be mainly
categorised into four types:
plastering, woodwork,

plaster moulding and

mural painting.
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Tam Kung (Lord Tam) Festival in Wong Nai Chung
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The Wong Nai Chung Kaifong Committee of

the Wan Chai District holds the Tam Kung

Festival in the fourth lunar month every

even-numbered year. An opera troupe is

hired to perform Cantonese opera excerpts. The rituals consist of
inviting deities, parades, celebrations and sending off deities.
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Hong Kong style milk tea, also known as “silk stocking milk

tea”, is a kind of hot drink. Itis made by repeatedly pouring
water into the cloth colander which contains tea leaves, and
then pouring the hot tea into a cup of evaporated milk.
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Diwali (Festival of Lights)
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Diwaliis a Hindu festival organised during the Hindu month

of Ashwayuja (around September — October in the Gregorian

calendar) to pray for Lord Laxmi’s blessing. In Hong Kong, it is

held at the Hindu Temple in Happy Valley. There are rituals and activities such as
poem recitations and banquets.
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Happy Valley
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Holi (Festival of Colours)
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Holiis a Hindu festival. Itis held on the Hindu Falguni Purnima Day (around
February — March in the Gregorian calendar) at the Hindu Temple in Happy Valley.
There are rituals such as throwing powdered dye and coloured water at each other
to celebrate the coming of Spring.
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Wan Chal District xgienmamenisass -

Wan Chai District is centrally located on the north shore of Hong Kong Island and is a major hub for commerce, exhibitions, culture and shopping in Hong Kong. Alongside its
modern skyline, the district preserves many historic buildings and traditional culture, showcasing a blend of old and new. This tour highlights two thematic routes in Tai Hang and
Happy Valley. In Tai Hang, the focus is the Mid-Autumn Festival - the Tai Hang Fire Dragon Dance, which was inscribed onto the third national list of intangible cultural heritage
(ICH) in 2011. In Happy Valley, the route mainly reflects the area’s rich history and multicultural fabric, exploring ICH items shaped by different communities and traditions.
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None of The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust, The Hong Kong Jockey Club, their respective affiliates or any other person involved in or related to the compilation of the contents herein (collectively, Notes for Visitors The opening hours or event periods of the locationsisted on the:ap may vary. Some of the locations are not open to the public. We appreciate your attention.
“the HKJC Parties”) makes any express or implied ions with respect to Y, timeliness or f the contents or as to the results that may be obtained by the ( ) sEEISHEMERE SSRREEERAPENE -

use thereof. Inno event shall any HKJC Party have any liability of any kind to any person or entity arising fram or related to any actions taken or not taken as a result of any of the contents herein.

Please be considerate of other users in the venues and avoid causing inconvenience to the owners and occupants.
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