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! Lantern Lighting Ritual and Patterned Band Weaving
; e x A ) Technique of Siu Lek Yuen Village, Sha Tin
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Che Kung (General Che) Festival
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On the 2nd day of the first lunar month every year,
worshippers make offerings at the Che Kung Temple in
Sha Tin to thank for the deity’s blessings. Some
communities also celebrate the Che Kung Festival on the

27th day of the third lunar month, the 6th day of the sixth
lunar month and the 16th day of the eighth lunar month.
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Lantern Lighting Ritual of Tin Sam Village, Sha Tin
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The lantern lighting ritual is held at Tin Sam Village, Sha Tin !
from the 14th to the 21st day of the first lunar month every year.
As the pronunciations of dang (lanterns) and ding (male offspring) in Cantonese are
similar, lighting the lantern symbolises the birth of a male clan member and the
perpetuation of the lineage. The ritual usually includes lantern lighting, lantern

celebration and lantern dousing. Since Tin Sam Village is a multi-clan village, a
lantern altar is set up for all the clans to carry out the rituals together.
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Pa Tin Gei of Tai Wai Village, Sha Tin
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The villagers of Tai Wai Village, Sha Tin hold the Pa Tin
Gei within the village on the 19th day of the first lunar
month every year. As a means to purify the community, a

paper boat is used to collect paper money and incense sticks (which symbolise
uncleaniness) from every household.
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Lantern Lighting Ritual of Tai Wai Village, Sha Tin
and Paper Crafting Technique
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The lantern lighting ceremony is held at Hau Wong Temple at Tai Wai Village,
Sha Tin on the 15th day of the first lunar month every year. The lanterns for
newborn sons are one of the paper craft products, which are made from bamboo,

bamboo strips, tissue paper and silk cloth through colouring and assembling
processes of the paper crafting technique.

Lion Dance
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A lion is composed of a head and a body. Operated by two performers, it moves
with the music rhythms. The lion dance is performed for celebrating festivals,
birthdays of deities, ceremonies or wedding rituals in local communities. Different
groups have developed different forms of lion dance and “picking-the-green” ritual.
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Cantonese Opera
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Cantonese opera is one type of Chinese traditional
theatre, with singing and spoken lines delivered in
the Cantonese dialect. In each opera production, the
story is told through the skills of singing, acting,
delivery of spoken lines and martial arts,
enhanced by stage makeup, costumes, props
and the percussive beats on gongs and
drums. The presentation format is a fine
mixture of literature, drama, ballad singing, dance v
and martial arts. They are all rich in artistic value. Cantonese opera can also
serve as part of the ritual of thanksgiving to the deities, which is one of the
traditional customs and highly praised for its social and cultural values.
Cantonese opera was inscribed onto the first national list of ICH in 2006,
and the UNESCO's Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity in 2009.
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Dragon Boat Race £
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Dragon Boat Festival takes place on the 5th day of the fifth lunar month
each year, and Sha Tin Dragon Boat Race is held on the Shing Mun
River. The practice is said to have originated from paying tribute to Qu
Yuan, a poet from the Warring States period. In another story of origin,

the rowing of dragon boats is said to be a ritual for dispelling bad luck
and praying for peace and safety.
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Traditional Architecture Preservation Technique
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Specific knowledge and skills are required to
preserve traditional architecture, such as
ancestral halls, study halls and temples. The
techniques can be mainly categorised into four

types: plastering, woodwork, plastered mouldings
and mural painting.
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Lantern Lighting Ritual and Patterned Band Weaving
Technique of Siu Lek Yuen Village, Sha Tin
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The lantern lighting ritual is held at the Choi Ancestral
Hall at Siu Lek Yuen Village, a Hakka village in Sha
Tin, from the 14th to the 15th day of the first lunar
month every year. The lanterns with lantern

bands are hung at the ancestral hall. In Hakka dialect, the lantern band
implies the son will be brought up properly.
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ICH Highlight Tours - Sha Tin District
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Around Town
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Sha Tin District is located to the north of Kowloon and the south of Tai Po. It is believed that Sha Tin District has been inhabited by settlers
since the Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644) and still retains many rituals and festive events, such as Che Kung (General Che) Festival and lantern
lighting ritual. This highlight tour introduces the intangible cultural heritage (ICH) in different parts of Sha Tin District.

¢ #EEEZEAN Notes for Visitors
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The opening hours or festive periods of the locations listed on the map may vary. Some of the locations are not open to the public. We appreciate your attention.
(2) FEEEMISHERE SRR HXTIRAFERTE

Please be considerate and avoid affecting the owners and occupants.





