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SAM TUNG UK
AND TRADITIONAL
VILLAGE CULTURE
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Constructed in 1786, Sam Tung Uk founded by the Chan clan in
Tsuen Wan is a Hakka walled house in Hong Kong of historical and
heritage significance. It became declared monument in 1981. Due
to regional development, Sam Tung Uk was converted into a
museum in 1987 after the residents moved out. In 2016, the Hong
Kong Intangible Cultural Heritage Centre was established at Sam
Tung Uk to showcase the essence of tangible and intangible
cultural heritage (ICH) in Hong Kong.

As a treasured monument, Sam Tung Uk demonstrates the
wisdom and building techniques of the pioneer settlers as well
as aspects of traditional rural culture, with traces of ICH being
clear to see here. In this connection, this exhibition is presented
in the four dwellings near the central axis of the village,
displaying the history and architectural features of Sam Tung
Uk, as well as the life etiquette and food culture of the
traditional rural villages in Hong Kong. Visitors are not only able
to learn about the cultural connotations of Sam Tung Uk
through the demonstration of ICH items of traditional villages,
but can also experience elements of village life and culture of
the old days from different perspectives.
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The house is the former residence of the eldest branch of the Chan clan. The clan
was initially settled in Fujian and then migrated to Guangdong. In the mid-18th
century, they moved to Hong Kong and settled in Tsin Wan (now Tsuen Wan),
where they engaged in farming and bought a piece of land to establish Sam Tung
Uk. By restoring the traditional setting of the Hakka's living environment, the
exhibition displays a range of household items and farming implements to show the
lineage history, livelihood and economic activities of their early days.
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Vernacular architecture reflects the development and residential patterns of
different ethnic groups. Sam Tung Uk is a typical Hakka walled village house with an
ancestral hall and dwellings along the central axis and row houses on both sides
and at the back. This village house setting reflects Hakka traditions and the typical
architectural style found in Hong Kong. The exhibition highlights the architectural
concept, layout, material selection, traditional building and preservation techniques
of traditional village houses.
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As the Chinese saying goes, “food is people’s paramount concern”. In Hong Kong,
different ethnic groups have created their own type of traditional cuisine for daily
life along with associated rituals, due to the distinctive historical background and
living environment. As food culture represents a kind of wisdom which is rich in
traditional cultural life, the exhibition introduces village food making techniques
related to ICH items, offering a glimpse of rural life and the connections which exist
between traditional food and the local community.
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Basin meal
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Many traditional festivals and folk customs are still passed down from generation to
generation in many Hong Kong villages, primarily with a view to strengthening
community cohesion and praying for prosperity. Clansmen have experienced the
various rituals performed at different stages of their life cycles for a new social
identity. Aspects of both the Lantern Lighting Ceremony and Wedding Ceremony,
as life etiquette elements of ICH, are on display at the exhibition, helping to shed
light on the unique local folk customs.
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Lantern for newborn sons

hanging in the ancestral hall
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GUEST CURATOR | Siu Kwok Kin Stanley

Stanley Siu is a young local architect and the founder of Daydreamers Design.
He graduated from the Unitec Institute of Technology, New Zealand. His
designs broke through the constraints of conventional architectural concepts
and incorporated novelty and innovation into his artistic vision. He received the
Young Architect Award from the Hong Kong Institute of Architects in 2013,
Construction Industry Outstanding Young Person Award 2019 from the Hong
Kong Construction Industry Council and Chief Executive's Commendation for
Community Service from the HKSAR Government in 2019.
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2 Kwu Uk Lane, Tsuen Wan, New Territories

Opening Hours
Monday, Wednesday to Sunday: 10 am to 6 pm
£ 5% Christmas Eve and Chinese New Year's Eve: 10 am to 5 pm
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the first two days of the Chinese New Year

&, 24112001
@ www.lcsd.gov.hk/ICHO

J . Intangible Cultural
f Heritage Office

4 r FEME AL B E R




