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What is Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH)?
We have so often heard of ICH. What exactly does it mean?

According to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the

Intangible Cultural Heritage, ICH can be in the form of:

e oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of ICH;
e performing arts;

e social practices, rituals and festive events;

* knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe; and

« traditional craftsmanship.

The things we eat, clothes we wear, languages we speak and
performances we see, all encompass elements of ICH.

In 2014, the Government of the Hong Kong SAR published the first
Intangible Cultural Heritage Inventory of Hong Kong. On the list
there are 480 ICH items.

Let's start by learning more about ICH from
the traditional crafts around us!
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Bamboo Theatre Building Technique

To celebrate the birthdays of deities, the Jiao Festival and the Yu Lan Festival,
temporary bamboo sheds are erected for the purpose of staging Shenggongxi
(thanksgiving opera performances) and other religious rituals. The building of
a bamboo shed theatre, in fact, is as complicated as building a house from the
ground up.
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As part of the construction, scaffolding masters use bamboo poles as well as
fir to build the beams and structure. For the exterior, it is covered with metal
sheets to protect the theatre against the sun and rain. To suit different needs,
the masters are easily able to measure the constructions simply by hand and
eye and as a result can erect a bamboo theatre flexibly based on their
experience and expertise.

There are basically two types of bamboo shed theatres: “Dragon Boat Ridge”
and "Big Golden Bell”. The “Dragon Boat Ridge” style is low and flat, built mostly
for the Yu Lan Festival. The "Big Golden Bell” style is a gigantic structure, which
is often built for major Jiao Festival.
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Wooden Furniture Crafting Technique

In 2018, Hong Kong was hit heavily by the Super Typhoon Mangkhut,
resulting in a large number of tree collapsed. The ecological organisations
therefore recycle the woods for making furniture.
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The technique of making wooden furniture in Hong Kong has its roots in the
long-standing traditions of China. In the early 20th century, most wooden
furniture made in Hong Kong, such as chairs, stools, desks, beds and cabinets,
were made use of the techniques of mortise and tenon joints, carving and embedding.
Inspired by European home décor, craftsmen in Hong Kong later on started
making Western-style varieties such as cupboards, dining tables, drawers, etc.

The tools used by craftsmen include saws, chisels, hammers, rulers and planes.
The furniture-making process begins with a sketch design of the furniture and
can only be completed after following a series of steps such as cutting,
assembling, polishing, lacquering and so on.
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Jade Carving Technique

After the Second World War, there was an influx of jade craftsmen from
mainland China into Hong Kong. The technique of jade carving was passed on
to a new batch of artisans, which boosted the local jade industry. The traditional
method of jade carving involves over a dozen processes such as cutting,
grinding, carving, polishing and waxing before a piece of jade is finally turned
into a lustrous statue of Buddha or Guanyin, a bracelet or other jade ornaments.
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There is a Chinese saying “Jade cannot become
a fine piece if it is not carved”. A raw piece of jade
just looks like any ordinary stone. It needs to go
through a process of patient and meticulous
carving by a jade master before becoming a
valuable piece. Every delicate jade ornament
reflects the years of experience and hard work
of a master.
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Paper Crafting Technique

The lion dance is always spotted during the Lunar New Year. If you want to
know how the colourful lion head is made, you have to understand what the
paper crafting technique is.

The paper crafting technique is a long-established folk art which combines
paper crafting and drawing. Craftsmen use simple materials - such as
bamboo strips, metal wire, tissue paper, coloured paper, fabrics, etc., to craft
a three-dimensional structure. After further painting and assembling,
different paper products are produced.
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Paper craft items are mainly made for the purposes of funerals, festivals and
decorations. Apart from the lion heads and unicorn heads which appear at festive
events, the flower boards seen at weddings, shop openings, inaugurations and
temple fairs, as well as the paper offerings used in religious ceremonies, are all
masterpieces of the craftsmen.
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Umbrella Making Technique

The umbrella manufacturing industry has a long history in Hong Kong.
Comprised of ribs and fabric, the steps of making an umbrella include:

cutting the fabric, sewing the panels, assembling the parts, attaching the button
and putting the umbrella into a bag.
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Driven by population increases and industrial development in
the last century, most umbrellas are now factory-made, which
makes it possible to produce umbrellas with different styles in
large amount. However, handmade umbrellas of high-quality
production are able to fulfil the personal needs of individual
customers. For example, when fixing the canopy onto the
frame, adding knots can make the umbrella more resilient to
gusts of wind. By offering customisation of the end products,
every handmade umbrella is unique and satisfies particular
requirements.
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To Conclude

Tradition and modernity may seem like opposites,

yet they are not mutually exclusive as ICH can often be
something which is very close to the needs of
contemporary everyday life. Just like the traditional
crafts around us, they bear withess to the process in
which folk wisdom has been continuously reinvented
and transmitted through generations of craftsmen.






